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SUBJECT: PROPOSED HIGH LEVEL FOUR POWER MEETING ON TACTICAL 
AREA COMMUNICATIONS 

REF: STATE 169740 (DTG 202237Z JUL 77) 

SUMMARY: THE SUBJECT MEETING WILL NOT INCLUDE REPS OF 
BELGIUM, ITALY, AND THE NETHERLANDS. WE BELIEVE THAT THE 
US SHOULD UNDERTAKE SOME FORM OF DIALOGUE WITH THESE ALLIES, 

EACH OF WHOM WILL BE PRODUCING EQUIPMENT OF THE TYPE IN 
QUESTION. WE RECOMMEND THAT THE US REP TO THE FOUR-POWER 
MEETING CONSIDER EXTENDING HIS TRIP TO INCLUDE THE HAGUE 
AND BRUSSELS. AS A FALLBACK, WE RECOMMEND LETTERS TO THE 
BELGIAN, ITALIAN, AND DUTCH ARMAMENT DIRECTORS. ACTION 
REQUESTED: WASHINGTON GUIDANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . WE ARE PROCEEDING WITH ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SUBJECT 
MEETING, AND WE ARE REPORTING ON DETAILS BY SEPTEL. 

2. THE MEETING AS NOW CONSTITUTED WILL INCLUDE REPS OF 
FRANCE, GERMANY, AND THE UK. WE FAVOR LIMITING THIS MULTI 
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LATERAL MEETING TO THESE THREE ALLIES. HOWEVER, WE ALSO 
BELIEVE THAT THE US SHOULD UNDERTAKE SOME FORM OF DIALOGUE 
WITH THE NETHERLANDS, BELGIUM, AND ITALY ON TACTICAL AREA 
COMMUNICATIONS. EACH OF THESE NATIONS HAS AN IMPORTANT 
ROLE AND, FOR DIFFERENT REASONS, SHOULD RECEIVE ATTENTION 
FROM THE US. 

A. BELGIUM HAS TEAMED WITH FRANCE ON RITA, AND FRANCE 
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CANNOT UNILATERALLY CHANGE THE SYSTEM. BELGIAN AFFRONT AT 
NOT BEING CONSULTED COULD LEAD TO AN ADAMANT POSITION A- 
GAINST CHANGING THE SYSTEM. 

B. THE EUROCOM CHAIRMAN (COL DE BIE) IS AN EMPLOYEE OF 
THE NETHERLANDS MOD AND IS AN INFLUENTIAL ADVISER ON TAC- 
TICAL COMMUNICATIONS MATTERS. HE IS VERY DEDICATED TO THE 
EUROCOM SYSTEM (ALMOST FANATICALLY SO) AND COULD CONVINCE 
DUTCH AUTHORITIES TO OPPOSE ANY CHANGES TO THE SYSTEM AS 
NOW SPECIFIED. WE BELIEVE THAT THE US SHOULD SEEK TO GAIN 
SUPPORT OF DE BIE'S SUPERIORS. 

C. ITALY CLAIMS TO HAVE DEVELOPED ITS CATRIN SYSTEM TO 
CONFORM TO EUROCOM SPECIFICATIONS AND STANDARDS. ITALIAN 
REPS HAVE STATED AN UNWILLINGNESS TO MODIFY THE DESIGN OF 
CATRIN. WE DO NOT KNOW THE TRUE STATE OF DEVELOPMENT OF 
CATRIN, BUT WE BELIEVE IT IS NOT READY FOR PRODUCTION AND, 
HENCE, CAN BE MODIFIED COMPARATIVELY EASILY. HOWEVER, 
SUPPORT OF SENIOR ITALIAN OFFICIALS MAY BE NECESSARY TO 
OBTAIN ANY CHANGES TO EUROCOM SPECIFICATIONS. 

3. WE RECOMMEND THAT THE US REP TO THE PROPOSED HIGH 
LEVEL MEETING CONSIDER EXTENDING HIS TRIP TO INCLUDE BRIEF 
VISITS TO THE HAGUE AND BRUSSELS TO MEET WITH APPROPRIATE 
DUTCH AND BELGIAN OFFICIALS. IF THESE VISITS ARE NOT 
PRACTICABLE, WE RECOMMEND THAT THE DDR&E SEND LETTERS TO 
THE ARMAMENTS DIRECTORS OF BELGIUM AND THE NETHERLANDS 
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SOLICITING THEIR PERSONAL SUPPORT FOR THE US OBJECTIVES. 

WE ALSO RECOMMEND SUCH A LETTER TO THE ITALIAN ARMAMENTS 
DIRECTOR, INASMUCH AS A VISIT TO ROME WOULD SEEM TO BE 
UNLIKELY. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: WASHINGTON GUIDANCE. BENNETT 
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